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The Collective Wisdom ot Egyptian, German,
Lebanese and Moroccan Cultures



What design can do
to gather cultures?



/[ What is Culture?

Culture is a collection of “customary beliefs, social
forms, and material traits of a racial, religious, or social

group; the characteristicfeatures of everyday existence
shared by people in a place or time.”
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The Human experience
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/| Modes of Expression

Dance, Music, Art and Food

There is a lot of gate keeping in these areas with what
people consider to be “culture”.

There were also concerns of Stereotyping and reducing
cultures to it’s consumable parts.
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Music Dance

Pop Music
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// Oral Traditions

Oral traditions are common to all cultures.

Focusing on oral tradition we can explore parts of our

culture and heritage in the way in which it presents it-
self as part of the everyday.




/[ Idioms

“A simple, concrete, traditional saying that expresses a
perceived truth based on a common sense or experi-

ence.“Often metaphorical and use formulaic language”.

/] Superstitions

An unscientific belief or practice typically resulting from
irrational correlation rather than rational causation; often

accompanied by a belief in fate, magic, perceived super-
natural influence, or a fear of that which is unknown.




Linking cultures through
the rational and the irrational...



superstitions [dioms
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Proverb Translation Meaning Background Imagery/Symbolism Further Distinction

Caally Ay ¥ g dagadi 5 danedi il Morocco Measure twice, cut once. You should think about it before you do sorr Caution
The idiom implies that someone is not reliable.
sl gl OsS g (S EsAN S oS Morocco If peach was a healer, it would have healed (In the past, if someone got sick, people would advise eating a peach, and they would get better. Though, peac Food Peach
il gy A Morocco Put clothes in your size that's what suits you Don't seek for more than you can handle. Caution
dadll ey il sy Jundl 20 Al Morocco Who wants honey, shall bear the bees sting: If you want something worthy, then you hav Patience Food Honey
Track the liar until his doorstep.
DAl s QIS 2 Morocco It means that if someone is lying, you shoul Patience Life Skills/Person Liar
Yo bl HlA iald gl b dals Gl Morocco You! The one naked, what do you need? | ni It intends someone who doesn’t set his prio Priorities Life Skills/Person

Don’t celebrate a victory too soon.
clla ) ly a6l kel J 55 L Morocco Don’t say you've crossed the river until your Advice Life Skills/Person

The idiom is used figuratively when two opg
Sl LE (688 J 55 G ge ST J oSG odla Morocco Come upstairs and have some figs, get dow Mislead Food Figs

ALl dadin Wplie il g Morocco Do like your neighbor or move out. Good fences make good neighbors Advice Person Neighbors

B L 8 i 95 S Morocco If you had to postpone, something better is t Every difficult or unpleasant situation has sc¢ Positivity Life Skills

Many don’t know that before getting inside :
If you're a Christian, then take your hat off k

sl o aaladl Jao S L slals ) 4l So, you know things are pretty bad when a Disappointment
Morocco We were waiting for the priest benediction; k The idiom is generally used when one seek Religion Priest
e ks 3 jas jaa ) Morocco Whoever digs a hole falls in. Someone that plans harm or misfortune for Karma Life Skills
plaall | gile das guall Calls Morocco The tower fell, so they hanged the barber.  It's difficult to find logic between these two s Blaming others
Uhiall e e GBlaN L) Morocco The upset mouse makes the cat’s luck. It implies that when one rushes into making Benefit Animals Cat & Mouse
If one puts his nose in someone else’s busil
claall ey Al el Morocco Put your head inside the wheat bran, and th Fate Animals Chicken
Sometimes, it takes one thing to ruin everything.
GO\l A A Morocco It takes one fish to stink the whole basket. It often refers to someone belonging to a group, and who behaves badly. And since people tend to get judgmen Animals Fish
el e liE 8 Morocco Laughing too much might cancel the sale.  You have to be serious and avoid being alw Consequence Life Skills Laughing
e Morocco Talking too much makes you hungry. Being hungry here means you will be in an Consequence Life Skills Excessive Talking
oosild 5 eda/ain b e T ile sl (s gatia (s gaiall Egypt The miserable is miserable even if you place Describes a person who is down on his luck Commentary The story comes from two merch: Person
4aY Gl jadl il L Egypt Long has the crow given/gotten for his moth Person that brought news/object of little/no  Commentary Crows often collect things that are Animals Crow
olddl (Lol s gay adig o S5 Egypt The one who’s face you hate, time will force How time/the world is treacherous; there wi Fate Person
olaa dina ) Egypt The absentee’s excuse is with him. Have good faith; don’t be too quick to judge Beneficial Doubt Person
A dlinad e )l Egypt Cover your candle and the light will come. When good things are coming keep them tc Protection Evil Eye Object Candle/Light
Je aagl cpe (B3 A Egypt A monkey in his mother’s eyes is a dear. This proverb is used when someone acts b« Commentary Animals Monkey/Dear
Bread and salt are symbols in Egyptian cult
QOIS 4alS) all 5 s el Egypt The salt has dissolved and the bread has be The proverb alludes to betrayal (bread eate Commentary Animals/Food Bread/Salt
o b el Cas Egypt Leave the bread to it's baker. Leave things to the experts. Advice Person/Food Bread/Baker
3l IS ) sl @ e Egypt Hitting your love is as easy as eating raisins We often hurt those we hold closest. Caution Person/Food Loved One/Raisons
Alad o8l andy g Juall & 50 0 5Ss alle e 2l a8l 5 Egypt You who takes the monkey for his money, tc Those who marry for money and disregard ' Advice Animal/Object Monkey/Money
Cse A el s g0 0 grans ) Egypt Who you thought was Moussa and turned o! The proverb warns against those who seen Caution The symbolism takes after events Person
EINENIPREILEN e g Egypt Straighten your legs only as far as your blan The proverb advises to live within your mea Advice Person/Object Blanket
el gy A 8l e pdil Egypt Those burnt by soup, blow on yogurt. Symbolizes a lack of trust and in increase o Commentary Person/Food Soup/Yogurt
skl (Wl idaane mla ) (e 4t Egypt Don’t throw stones when your house is mad This proverb is repeated to those who critici Caution Object House/Glass/Rock
e Y el shy Lo i 5 Aleadll n Jala Egypt You who enters between the onion and it's ¢ Warns against meddling in other people’s p Advice Food Onions
Aaa je dal (M (5 (e alale Luall ) Egypt The one the life/world taught is not like the ¢ The proverb warns against sheltering your ¢ Commentary Person/Object/Life Experience Swings
4 el alds Ji Egypt Why are you carrying your grandmother’s ce Why you are carrying sadness/hopelessnes Commentary In rural Cairo it was tradition that ' Person/Object Casserole/Grandmother
ke LS an Egypt He tried to put eyeliner on her, but he blinde Someone who when trying to fix something Commentary Person
o_jleny 3 4l LS Egypt We stayed quiet so he came in with his donl When you don’t put someone in their spot tt Commentary The story comes from the rural ar Person/Animal Donkey
ol dia e jasll s Egypt They envied the gypsies for the tree shade. The proverb serves as a commentary on pe Caution Person/Plant Tree
dia A Al Al Egypt A little bit of good food can feed 100. Eating, particularly eating together, is very il Positivity Person/Food
5 pd ey 5 puali S Egypt Every delay has it's benefit. The proverb stresses faith in that everything Advice Time/Fortune
Chitudle s 5l ) Egypt One hand can’t clap alone. The proverb stresses importance of solidari Advice, Team Work Person Hand
sl SI (B e (l ) (A ala) Egypt Knowledge is in the head not the book. Stresses the importance of life experiences Advice Person/Object Head/Knowledge/Book
dalall )iy QS LAl @ aals QS aie Gl Egypt If a dog owes you something, call him a dog Stick to your grounds and don't ask someor Advice Person/Animal Dogs
gl g o o ) 4de llay I L Egypt The door through which the wind comes, clc Close the door on things/people/relationshif Advice Object Door/Wind
Al a5 iy A A Egypt When it’s in your mouth and it's given to son Refers to opportunities or promotions when Fate Person/Food Mouth/Wealth
Aee Jany 5 alaill 8 Egypt As small as ant but causes big problems. Caution Animal Ant
Dummbheit und Stolz wachsen aus dem selk Germany Stupidity and pride are growing from the sar Stupidity and pride are both bad. Caution Wood
Nur die Harten kommen in den Garten Germany Only the tough ones are getting into the gar« You should be tough. Advice Garden

Wenn zwei sich sich streiten freut sich der d Germany If two are arguing the third is happy. The misery of two may be the luck of the thi Advice



Wer ernten will muss saen

Jeder Topf findet seinen Deckel

Liebe geht durch den Magen

Wo Rauch ist da ist auch Feuer
Panktlichkeit ist die Hoflichkeit der Kénige
Wer im Glashaus sitzt sollte nicht mit Steine
Wer schdn sein will muss leiden

Der Ton macht die Musik

Man sagt nicht den Ast ab auf dem man sitz
Kleinvieh macht auch Mist

Reden ist silber, Schweigen ist gold

Eine Hand wascht die andere

Unkraut vergeht nicht

Wer den Pfennig nicht ehert ist des Talers n
Pech im Spiel - Gliick in der Liebe

Ein gutes Gewissen ist ein sanftes Ruhekiss
Viele Koche verderben den Brei

Kleider machen Leute

Scherben bringen Gliick

Einem geschenkten Gaul schaut man nicht
Auch ein blindes Huhn findet mal ein Korn
Jeder ist seines Gluckes Schmied

Alle guten Dinge sind 3

Gelegenheit macht Diebe

Der Apfel fallt nicht weit vom Stamm

Wie man in den Wald hineinruft so schallt e
Der frihe Vogel fangt den Wurm

Marzregen bringt keinen Segen

April, April der weiss nicht was er will

Ist der Mail kiihl und nass fiillt er des Bauer:
Kraht der Hahn auf dem Mist, andert sich dz
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Germany
Germany
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Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
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Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon

Whoever wants to harvest has to sow.
Every pod has a lid.

The way to a mans heart goes through his s
Where there is smoke there is also fire.
Punctuality is the courtesy of kings.
Whoever sits in a glass house shouldn't thrc
Who wants to be beautiful must suffer.

The sound makes the music.

You do not saw off the branch from which yc
Small cattles also make crap.

Talking is silver, silence is gold.

One hand washes the other.

Weed does not pass.

Whoever does not pay the penny is not worth the taler/ You need to appreciate the small things - to be worthy the big things.

Bad luck in the game - Good luck in love.
A good concience is a soft pillow.

Too many cooks spoil the broth.

Clothes make people.

Broken pieces/glass bring luck.

You dont look in the mouth of a given horse.
Even a blind chicken can find a grain.

You make your own luck.

All good things comes in threes.
Opportunity makes thieves.

The apple doesn't fall far from the tree.

As one calls into the forest, it echoes out.
The early bird catches the worm.

Rain in march will not bring any blessings.
April, april, doesn't know what he wants.

You have to work for an outcome.
Everyone has a soulmate.
Good food is important.

Advice
Fate
Advice

Where there is symptoms there is a probler Advice

Punctuality is the most important.

Be aware of your own situation.

Beauty comes with a price.

Each sound matters.

Be aware of your own situation.

Small things will also add up to big things.
Dont talk too much/say too much.

Help each other out.

Advice
Advice
Advice
Advice
Advice
Advice
Advice
Advice

Weed is strong - grown in more difficult circi Advice

If one thing doesn't work another thing migk Fate

Do good - feel good.

Karma

If too many people try to decide on a thing i Advice

It is important how you dress yourself/look. Advice

Symbol for luck.
Don't criticize a gift.
Everybody can be lucky.

Luck
Advice
Luck

Don't expect others or circumstances to ma Luck

3 is a lucky number.

Symbolism

You don't need to be a bad person to make a bad decision.

As parents are so will children become.

Fate

You get the reaction to how you are reactin¢c Karma

Get up early to be successful.

When may is cool and wet, it fills the farmers barn and barrel.

If the rooster crows on the dung, the weather changes or it stays as it is.

Put the jar upside down on its lid, the daugh

Like mother, like daughter.

Work

Farmer's Wisdom
Farmer's Wisdom
Farmer's Wisdom
Farmer's Wisdom

Family

We taught them how to beg, they surpassec Teaching someone how to do something to Folly & Foolishness

He broke his own hand and used it as an ex Used to describe greedy and selfish people Folly & Foolishness

It is not a story of pomegranate, but of grud¢ When a tiny misconception turns into a hug Wisdom & Knowledge

He takes you the sea and brings you back tt Used to describe profoundly clever people. Wisdom & Knowledge

There is no smoke without fire.
What doesn’t break your back strengthens it

Used to describe a cause-effect situation.
What doesn't kill you makes you stronger.

Wisdom & Knowledge
Wisdom & Knowledge

Close the door through which the wind entel Get rid of everything that affects your inner Happiness

Sit bent and speak straight.
He who widens his footsteps will trip.
The one-eyed among the blind is a king.

Looks don't matter, brains do.

Morality & Ethics

Know your limit; Do not spend more than yc Morality & Ethics

A one-eyed person is envied by blind peopl Morality & Ethics

If the camel sees its hump, it will fall and bre Don't point out other peoples' flaws when yc Wisdom & Knowledge

The monkey in its mother’s eye is a deer.

A mother is the only person who cannot see Family

A mirror in my face and a shoe behind my b: Used to describe two-faced and backstabbi Folly & Foolishness

Can be drunken with dirty water.
Go sew with another needle.

Used to compliment people that have extrel Morality & Ethics

To be used in situations where people are ti Folly & Foolishness

Give your bread to the baker even if he take Seek the help of a professional even you wi Wisdom & Knowledge

Insult your money and never your dignity.
The dog’s tail does not straighten.
If your lover is made from honey, do not lick

One's pride and dignity are more important Morality & Ethics

You cannot change one's true colors, ever. Folly & Foolishness

Do not take advantage of one's kindness.

Lust

He fasted and fasted and broke his fast on ¢ Used to describe a situation where a great ¢« Folly & Foolishness

Like olives, they can only be sweetened unc
We want to eat grapes; we don’t want to Kill
The camel halted because of his lip.
Repetition teaches the donkey.

Hard work pays off.

Mind over matter.

Used when one's excuse is illogical.
Practice makes perfect.

Wisdom & Knowledge
Morality & Ethics
Folly & Foolishness
Wisdom & Knowledge

Sew/Harvest
Pod/Lid
Food

Fire

Kings

Glass
Beauty
Music

Tree

Objects

Talking/ Silver & Gold
Hand Washing

Weed
Appreciation
Game/Love
Pillow

Broth
Clothes

Broken Glass

Horse

Chicken/Grain

Luck
Number

People/Oppurtunities

Apple
Forest
Animals
March
April
May

Person
Skills
Concept
Concept
Skills
Object
Skills
Skills
Concept
Person
Person
Animal
Animal
Object
Person
Object
Food
Concept
Animal
Food
Food
Food
Concept
Animal
Concept

Mother & Daughter
Outsmarting
Self-Harm
Grudges
Strength
Cause-Effect
Strength

Peace
Brains/Looks
Limit

Privilege

Flaws

Perfect Imperfections
Backstabbing
Purifying Dirt
Outsmarting
Professional Help
Man/Money
Dog's Tail

Lover & Honey
Onion

Olives
Grapes/Crime
Camel

Donkey



Superstition

Don't pour the boiling water in the sink

Don't stare at yourself in the mirror after midnight
Don't sing in the bathroom

Don't walk over someone

Don't whistle indoors

Opening and closing scissors

Black birds flying into your home

Don't take night showers

Looking into the mirror for too long

Pouring boiling water down the sink

Singing in the bathroom

Leaving scissors open or opening and closing scissors m
Cutting your hair when you're on your period

Cutting a lot of hair at once

If you throw your hair in the trash, it will stop growing
Not eating birthday cake

Finish your drink until the last drop

Crows/Ravens

Black Cats

Cutting nails at night

Blue turquoise protects from bad luck

Upside down footwear

Knocking on wood

Entering the house with your left foot

Eye twitching

Spit on your left shoulder after waking up from a nightmai
Throwing salt over your shoulder

Leaving a warm seat

Rain indicates good fortune

If a pigeon defecates on you or your property

When you get something new and it gets damaged, leave
Evil Eye

Hamsa

You shouldn't wake someone up suddenly

If it rains on your wedding day

Opening an umbrella indoors

Owls

An excess of ants in a house, means the house/it’s reside
A sudden choking/coughing fit means someone is talking
Knocking on wood keeps away problems

Broken pieces will bring you luck

Touching a chimney sweeper brings you luck

Salt is said to drive away the evil

Pigs are a symbol for luck

When you see a shooting star you can make a wish
Don't point your naked finger at dressed people

If you dont eat all the food on your plate it is said there wi
Dont walk underneath a ladder

Black cats mean bad luck (esp. when they walk past you
Breaking a mirror brings you seven years of bad luck
You can make a wish when you blow out the candles on )
You have to look into each others eyes when you say che
The first dream in a new place comes true

Morocco
Morocco
Morocco
Morocco
Morocco
Morocco
Morocco
Morocco

Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt

Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Egypt
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany
Germany

Negative/Positive

Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative

Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Postive
Negative
Positive

Negative

Positive
Postive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Negative
Postive
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Positive
Negative
Both

Background/History

The deterrent is that you might see Jinn or they might alte
"Jinn is (muslim demonology) a spirit, lower than the ange
There’s a strong opposition to excessive vanity in Egyptia

Jinn is considered to be all around us, so we are suppose
The deterrent is that Jinn might overtake you.

These actions would change happiness into inevitable sat
It is believed that cutting your hair while menstruating is b.
Your hair will be sad, so it won’t grow back

All guests have to eat cake, or the birthday person will ne'
If not, you’ve brought on bad luck; and their single daught
Seeing/hearing them especially during the day, something
Believed to be Jinn in a seen form.

Cutting your nails at night is a bad omen that brings loss ¢

Leaving footwear upside down is disrespectful to God.
The belief began in ancient Egypt; they believed evil spirit
In islam there’s a preference with regards to the right side

Depending on which eye twitches; it could be a bad or gou
You’re not supposed to tell people about the bad dream o
Salt is believed to fend off evil, so throwing salt is often be

Ancient Egyptians believed that when we sleep the soul s
Rain on a wedding day is a bad omen and the women is ¢
It is believed that in ancient Egypt only nobility and religiol
Owls even show up in phrases like "your face looks like al

Religious/Non-Religious

Religious
Religious
Religious
Non
Non
Non
Religious
Religious

Religious

Religious

Religious
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non

Non
Non
Non

Religious
Religious
Non
Non
Religious
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non
Non

Imagery/Symbolism
Ghost
Ghost
Ghost
Person
Person
Person
Animal
Ghost

Ghost

Ghost

Ghost

Scissors, Relationships, Cutting
Cutting, Hair
Cutting, Hair
Cutting, Hair
Marriage
Marriage
Death/Sickness
Ghost
Loss/Cutting
Protection
Disrespect
Spirits/Protection

Evil/Good/Angels
Evil/Good/Fortune
Evil/Good/Angels
Protection

Good Fortune/Wealth
Good Fortune/Wealth
Good Fortune/Wealth
Protection

Envy

Protection

Bird/Misery
Ants/Envy
Caution
Protection
Luck

Luck
Protection
Luck

Wish

Bad Luck
Bad Luck
Bad Luck
Wish
Bad Sex
Dream

Further Distinction

Bathroom

Salt

Weather



When you speak of the devil he comes by (same goes fol
If you believe something bad is about to happen it will cor

Don’t open an umbrella indoors or someone will die.
Don't flip a slipper or something bad will happen because
If you're wearing an evil eye bracelet or necklace and it b
Walking under a ladder will bring you bad luck.

Opening and closing scissors without cutting anything bril
Seeing owls, crows, and black cats is bad luck.

Entering a place with your left leg is a bad sign.

Looking into a broken mirror will doom your luck for years
Melting lead reveals an evil eye.

When something breaks it means the evil is gone.
Breaking an item from glass on New Year’s Eve to prever
Spilling coffee is good luck.

Throwing rice on the bride and groom brings good luck.
Sticking a dough over the doorstep of newlyweds brings ¢
Pinching the bride brings good luck since it is believed to
If you swallow gum, it will stay in your stomach for 7 year:
If you swallow watermelon seeds, a watermelon will grow
Don't eat food if you dropped it on the floor because the ¢
If someone steps over you when you’re lying down, you s
If someone frightens you when you’re crossing your eyes
You need to close all closets and drawers or a jinn will co
You can't pass the salt to another person by hand, you he
If your right palm itches you it means money is coming yc
A purse on the floor means money out the door.
Laughing too much on Thursdays means you’ll end up cr
Hearing a beeping noise in your ears means someone is
There is a treasure at the end of the rainbow.

Germany
Germany

Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon
Lebanon

Negative
Negative

Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Positive
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Negative
Positive
Negative
Negative
Negative
Positive

Non
Non

Non
Religious
Religious

Non

Non
Religious
Religious

Non
Religious
Religious

Non

Non

Non

Non
Religious

Non

Non
Religious

Non

Non
Religious

Non

Non

Non

Non

Non

Non

Devil

Death

Bad Luck

Evil

Bad Luck

Bad Luck

Bad Luck/Animals
Bad Sign

Bad Luck
Protection
Protection
Protection

Good Luck/Food
Good Luck/Food/Marriage
Good Luck/Food/Marriage
Protection/Marriage
Food

Food
Food/Spirits/Evil
Bad Luck

Bad Sign
Spirits/Evil

Bad Luck
Wealth/Fortune
Bad Luck

Bad Luck

Evil

Fortune

Umbrella
Shoes

Evil Eye
Ladder
Scissors
Owls/Crows/Cats
Left Leg
Mirror

Evil Eye

Evil

Evil

Coffee
Rice/Bride
Dough

Bride

Gum
Watermelon
Devil

Body Height
Eyes

Jinn

Salt

Right Palm/Money
Purse/Money
Laughter
Ears
Rainbow



Deconstructing Idioms

Finding similarities & differences in imagery,
theme & implied meaning ...
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Idioms Themes categories Countries



Animal

Plant

Food

Person

Object

Concept

Caution_Animals_Cat & Mouse _Morrocco

Sl d=w e BlEL W
‘The upset mouse makes the cat’s luck
rushing into decisions without thinking, harms you,

and others will take advantage of you.

\ J
Caution_Responsiblity_Clothes_Morrocco
. \
lgy I3 ud
Put clothes in your size that's what suits you best
Don't seek for more that you can handle
\ J

Caution_Responsiblity_Blanket_Egypt

oy do il 03 e
Straighten your legs only as far as your
blanket will let you.

advises to live within your means and do not
over step where it’s not your place

Caution_Responsiblity_Clothes_Lebanon

ey 938 G

He who widens his footsteps will trip

Do not spend more than you earn

Caution_Animal_ant_Egypt

dee Jasys dlaidl 3
As small as ant but causes big problems

don’t underestimate people & tread with caution

Caution_Animal_Cattle_Germany

CAUTION

Caution_Cutting_Scissors_Morrocco
R & Yo a5 dapeis Al
Measure twice, cut once

Think before you do something you might regret

Caution_Food_Peach_Morrocco

kleinvieh macht auch mist
small cattle also make crap

Caution_Life Skills_Germany
reden ist silber schweigen ist gold
talking is silver silence is gold

dont talk too much/ say too much

Caution_Life Skill _Morrocco

£ 52l (S Bl 8yl
Talking too much makes you hungry

hungry = you'll be in an uncomfortable situation ... avoid}

alking too much about the wrong things; avoid problems

Caution_Life Skill _Morrocco

] s o] 55
Laughing too much ruins the sale
You have to be serious and avoid being always

PATIENCE

PRIORITIES

CONTRADICTION

COMMUNITY

FAITH

CONSEQUENCES

ADVICE

Patience_Food & Animal_Honey & Bee_Morrocco

's D'
ol g ) ey Jusdl G I
‘Who wants honey, shall bear the bees stings.
Jwant something worthy, then be patient
\ J

Patience_Person & Object_Lying & Home_Morrocco

Priorities_Person & Object_ Gold_Morrocco

Contradiction_Person food_ figs_Morrocco

Community_Person_Neighbor_Morrocco

Faith_Patience_Time_Morrocco

Consequence_Responsibility_Chicken_Morrocco

Advice_Person&Object _ Lantern_Egypt

COMMENTARY FATE

Commentary_Animal _ Crow_Egypt Fate_Food_Egypt

SYso b cndll @l rols oyl b dlols Sl
The one naked, what do you need? I need a ring of gold
someone who doesn't set his priorities right

Priorities_Animal&Object_ Monkey&Wealth_Egypt

Ao 31 asmys Il 25 055 alls e 3 usls b

You who takes the monkey for his money, tomorrow

the money will go and the monkey will stay
those who marry for money and disregard the nature of

their partner; money comes and goes but your partner

o 5 0555 U5 opmsS U5 gl
Come upstairs and have some figs,

get downstairs who told you so!

two opposites coexist, don’t know which one to believe

Gyl 0L Jus Vs Dl s by
do like your neighbor or move out

Good fences make good neighbors

B e o US
If you had a delay, something better is being prepared
Every difficult situation has some advantage

will stay the same

\ J
Priorities_Person_Lebanon
r - \
oz (Sols gosl asd)
Sit bent and speak straight.
Looks don't matter, brains do.
\ J

Priorities_Evny_tree_Egypt

ill Lo e szl I
hey envied the gypsies for the tree shade

commentary on people who are so focused/jealous
on what everyone else has and does not acknowledge

tongue-in-cheek if you want to achieve things.

Caution_Animals_Fish _Morrocco

Sl 35S &g
It takes one fish to stink the whole basket.
if someone belonging to a group, behaves badly...

people will discredit the whole group

Caution_Karma_Life Skills_Morrocco

o) sdiny i dlgll Cazhad Jois Lo
Whoever digs a hole falls in

plans harm for others, recienves harm themselves.

Caution_Person&Food_Egypt

a3l IS5 el 2
Hitting your love is as easy as eating raisins
We often hurt those we hold closest

Caution_Food_yougurt Soup_Egypt

S & i dptll g il I
Those burnt by soup, blow on yogurt
Symbolizes a lack of trust and in increase of caution

after a bad experience

( ) ol ol 13SU) &5
sl 831 05 915 § g3 O oS | SEYE T e
i Track the liar until his doorstep
If peach was a healer, it would have healed itself . L N
if someone is lying, keep up and you'll catch them
implies that someone is not reliable L
Caution_Commentary_Person _Morrocco
. N Patience_Protection_Object_Candle_Light_Egypt
33ty g el > 555, slwslS ) &l
" o b s cinad o 5o
‘We were waiting for the priest benediction; but then, : ®
he got inside the Mosque with his Babouche(slipper). Cover yo|41r candle am:l the light will come
Christians take hat off before entering church. Muslims When good things are coming keep them to yourself
take off shoes before entering mosque until they're here
Implies seeking help from the wrong person
Caution_Person_Egypt
0558 @lhy suge ogues I
you thought he was Moussa and
turned out to be the Pharaoh
The proverb warns against those who seem outwardly
kind but are of an evil or sneaky nature.
\ J
Caution_Fire_Germany Caution_Fire_Lebanon
wo rauch ist da ist auch feuer LW ol gl
where there is smoke there is also fire There is no smoke without fire
Caution_Patience_Person&Place_River/water_Morrocco
oy shiny i Slgl Canad Joii Lo
"Don’t say you've crossed the river until your feet dry
Don't celebrate a victory too soon
Caution_Person_Germany Caution_Person_Lebanon
gelegenheit macht diebe Olidas Joyug soulle Jusly
opportunity makes thieves He takes you the sea and brings you back thirsty
ou dont need to be a bad person to make a bad decision|
\ J \ J
Caution_Person_Egypt Caution_Mirror_Shoe_Lebanon
e N
Bl ply el JU ( Elaro Lls dlye rsly )
L Loose money teaches theft ) A mirror in my face and a shoe behind my back
Used to describe two-faced and backstabbing people
J

Caution_Fate_Commentary _Egypt

olad) ylayll elogom by 0,53 I
who’s face you hate, time will force you to his back

how time/the world is treacherous; there will come a

time where you might need those you hated.

Caution_Commentary_Person _Lebanon

Gl Aelishow Balomidl e paliale
‘We taught them how to beg, they surpassed
us to the doors.
Teaching someone how to do something to a point

where they exceed us at doing it

Caution_Commentary_Person _Lebanon

Ll woliy gl wlS
He broke his own hand and used it as an excuse to beg
Used to describe greedy and selfish people

Caution_Person&Food_Egypt

el IS1 5 el 02
Hitting your love is as easy as eating raisins
‘We often hurt those we hold closest

Caution_Advice_Person&Food_Lebanon/Egypt

oIS sl b (s o 13]
If your lover is made from honey, do not lick all of them
Do not take advantage of one's kindness

Caution_Advice_Person&Food_Lebanon/Egypt

oudzmo Lo CUSUT oo
The dog’s tail does not straighten.
You cannot change one's true colors, ever

their own privileges

Contradiction_Person_ Morrocco
el Igils dmagall Colb
he tower fell, so they hung the barber
‘When one who tries so hard to find a line of argument

when there is none; Scapgoating

Community_Betrayel_Salt, Bread, Dogs_Egypt

~
M ST imls Ll k]
The salt has dissolved and the dogs ate the bread
betrayal (bread eaten by dogs) and the dissolving
(of the salt) of the relationship/bond
J

Community_Food_Egypt

A little bit of good food can feed 100
Eating together is very important in the Arab world.
Hospitality is feeding your guests, even if there’s not
much to spare. The concept of “Baraka” or something
being blessed is that it longs a long way

Faith_Patience_Time_Egypt

8y lasds 8,55 US
Every delay has it’s benefit

2ol el Al § ety o
Put your head inside the wheat bran, and
the chickens will peck you
put your nose in other’s business, then

bear the consequences.

o538 5,/ by e Ipile oy oupaia sl
The miserable will stay miserable
even if you place a Lantern over his home
Speaks to a type of person that is down on his luck and

can’t be helped either because they refuse it

Consequence_Responsibility_Onion_Egypt

Faith_Person_Egypt

olse dize Colsl
The absentee’s excuse is with him
have good faith; Don’t be too quick to judge for not

being there ... everyone had their reasons

Faith_Animal_Chicken_Germany

Lyimes Y eigiy bo Ly 39 dladl gy Jolo b
You who enters between the onion and it’s peel,

you will only gain tears
meddling in other people’s personal lives and
to stay out of things that do not concern you.

Consequence_Tree_Germany

wie man in den wald hineinruft so schallt es heraus

as one calls into the forest, it echoes out
you get the reaction to how you are reacting

Community_Person_ Hand_Egypt

pidBuile laasg) Wl
One hand can’t clap alone
importance of solidarity

auch ein blindes Huhn findet mal ein korn
even a blind chicken can find a grain
everybody can be lucky

Faith_Luck_Germany

alle guten dinge sind 3
good things comes in threes
3 as a lucky number

Community_Person_ Hand_Germany

eine hand wischt die andere

One hand washes the other

Faith_Object_Pot_Germany

jeder topf findet seinen deckel
every pod has a lid

Advice_Person&Food _ Bread_Lebanon

Advice_Person&Food _ Bread_Egypt

3l Gl o
Leave the bread to it's baker
Leave things to the experts

Advice__Egypt

Cshlb Wl jidusue zlo) oo dio I
Don't throw stones when your house is made of glass
This proverb is repeated to those who criticize or talk
negatively about other when they themselves

Advice__Germany

wer im glashaus sitzt sollte nicht mit steinen werfen

whoever sits in a glass house shouldnt throw stones

\ J

Advice__Lebanon

sai 351 gl Sl dis el
Give your bread to the baker even if he takes half of it.
Seek the help of a professional even it costs more

Advice_Person_Money_Lebanon

) liny @Bon e S s o2l
If the camel sees its hump, it will fall and break its neck

Don't point out other peoples' flaws when

Y Chadl Ol Ll Ui s 3 iy § AS

Long has the crow given/gotten for his mother When it's in your mouth and it’s given to someone else

person that brought news/object of little/no value opportunities or promotions when you almost get it

but don’t. It stressed that if something is not meant

Commentary_Animal _Monkey, Dear_Egypt/Lebanon or you, it will not go to you.

JI3 ] gy 8,8/J158 dasl pe @ 3,891
A monkey in his mother’s eyes is a dear
when someone acts better than they are and believes
they are the best. It’s a sarcastic reply meaning that he

is only the best in his mother’s eye

Commentary_Caution_Eye _Egypt

Lolos gl 4
He tried to put eyeliner on her, but he blinded her
if someone belonging to a group, behaves badly...
someone who when trying to fix something
ruins it more

Commentary_Person&Object_Casserole _Egypt
4 diw ool bl
Why are you carrying your grandmother’s casserole
why you are carrying sadness/hopelessness;

The Casserole, as such, became a symbol of sadness and
hopelessness

Commentary_Advice_Animal_Donkey _Egypt Commentary_Advice_Door_Wind_Lebanon/Egypt

you have your own

Advice_Animal_Dog_Egypt

chugis 45 ey sl (0
Insult your money and never your dignity
One's pride and dignity are more important
than their money.

Advice_Commentary_ Fruit_Pomegrante_Lebanon

arlodl g5 IS b g dolo S ie el o
If a dog owes you something, call him a dog

and forget the thing
stick to your grounds and don't ask someone of a bad

nature for anything; even if they owe you something, do
not go after it

Advice_Person_Clothing_Germany

kleider machen leute

clothes make people

important how you dress yourself/ look

Advice_Animal_Horse_Germany

einem geschenkten Gaul schaut man nicht
ins Maulgermany
you dont look in the mouth of a given horse
dont criticize a gift

olozy oo d LS

We stayed quiet so he came in with his donkey

s 9w )y sk dhizmo b O
Close the door through which the wind enters
‘When you don’t put someone in their spot they and you will rest

will over step/ over stay their welcome. Get rid of everything that affects your

inner happiness and peace.

Commentary_Plant_Tree _Germany

der apfel fillt nicht weit vom stamm

the apple doesnt fall far from the stem
as parents are so will children become

Commentary__Person _Lebanon

oY ! gl da & 8,20l b
Put the jar upside down on its lid, the daughter will
appear to be just like her mother
Like mother, like daughter.

Commentary_Priorities_Pride_Wood _Germany

Dummbeit und stolz wachsen aus dem selben holz

stupidity and pride are growing from the same wood

Advice_Luck_Germany

Blde sl dd diley Ld oo

It is not a story of pomegranate, but of grudged hearts

When a tiny misconception turns into a huge fight, it is
actually due to grudges hidden at heart

jeder ist seines Gliickes Schmied
You make your own luck
dont expect others or circumstances to make u lucky

Advice_Fortune/work_Germany

Commentary_Caution _Germany

wenn zwei sich sich streiten freut sich der dritte

if two are arguing the third is happy

Commentary_Water_Lebanon

Advice_Commentary_ Person_Lebanon

aasin s nuSa oy

What doesn’t break your back strengthens it

What doesn't kill you makes you stronger

Advice_Morals_Germany

ein gutes gewissen ist ein sanftes ruhekissen
a good concience is a soft pillow
do good - feel good

Advice_Time_Germany

[ pinktlichkeit ist die hoflichkeit der kénige ]

punctuality is the courtesy of kings

the early bird catches the worm
get up early to be successful

Advice_Work_Germany

wer ernten will muss sien
whoever wants to harvest has to sow

Advice_Work_Germany

man sigt nicht den ast ab auf dem man sitzt

ou do not saw off the branch from which you are sitting]

[ morgenstund hat gold im mund )

8,5l Gl me Lot
Can be drunken with dirty water.
Used to compliment people that have extremely
pure intentions to a point where they almost purify

Commentary_Needle_Lebanon

Go sew with another needle
To be used in situations where people are trying to
outsmart you; telling them go outsmart someone else






Patience. Bees. Honey. Morrocco

Animals

Advice. Work. Bird. Germany

Be patient if you want something

ol o)y sl G2y Y1
He who wants honey, shall bear the bee stings.

You can'’t change a person’s nature

ol Lo ST G5
A dog’s tail doesn't straighten

Caution. Ant. Egypt

Priorities. Monkey. Wealth. Egypt

Don’t Underestimate People.

dles Jams dledll 25
As small as ant, but causes big problems.

Money comes and goes but
people’s nature stays the same

dlod 3,801 asyg JW gy 08y dle e 3,30 asly b
You who takes the monkey for the money,
tomorrow the money will go
but the monkey will stay the same

Priorities. Gold. Morrocco

Obijects

Caution. Fish Basket. Morrocco

Community. Betrayel. Salt. Bread. Dogs. Egypt

someone who doesn't set his priorities right

$so b cadll @3l Grols obysll b dols
The one naked, what do you need?
I need a ring of gold

Advice. Lantern. Egypt

Patience. Protection. Candle. Egypt

You can'’t always help the miserable

o3 5,abl ez Ob e Isdle sly pugmia paguil
The miserable will stay miserable
even if you place a Lantern over his home

Keep things to yourself until they are real

L dimed e g)ld
Cover your candle and it will burn bright

J Caution. Patience. River. Morrocco

I Caution. Cow. Germany

Small things can have big effects

kleinvieh macht auch mist
Small cattle also make crap

Caution. Cat. Mouse. Morrocco

Commentary. Casserole. Egypt

Don't celebrate a victory too soon

You look Burdened

4 daw polb bls
Why are you carrying your grandmother’s
casserole

hley saiy i Slgll Sk Ui Lo
Don't say you crossed the river untl your feet dry

Think before you act. Rushing into decisions
will harm you; People will take advantage of you.

ikl dmw e BlEL) A
The upset mouse makes the cat’s luck

Advice. Work. Bird. Germany

Get up early to be Successful

Morgenstund hat gold im mund
the early bird catches the worm

Caution. Scissors. Morrocco

Commentary. Needle Lebanon

Contradiction. Tower. Barber. Morrocco

Flora (Plants)

Caution. Raison. Egypt

We often hurt those we hold closest

(VS Y L TS RUWES WS )
Hitting your love is as easy as eating raisins

Consequence. Responsibility. Onion. Egypt

Advice. Commentary. Pomegrante. Lebanon

Good things never come from meddling
in other people’s personal Lives
lgzmas Y1 chigy Lo L35 Aladl o U5 b

You who enters between the onion and it’s peel,
you will only gain tears

Consequence. Tree. Germany

Think before you do something you might regret
OB o Vg dapess 5 dapess A
Measure 1,000 times, and cut once

When someone tries to outsmart you;
tell them to go outsmart someone else
Aldla pi Ighs
Go sew with another needle

Caution. Gold. Germany

reden ist silber schweigen ist gold

talking is silver silence is gold
dont talk too much/ say too much

Advice. Pillow. Germany

Faith. Pot. Germany

People argue even when there is no line of
argument; Scapgoating

pleod] Isals dmogall Colb
The tower fell, so they hung the barber

Grudges of the heart can turn small
misunderstandings into big fights

Blde Lgls dad Bley dad e

It is not a story of pomegranate,
but of grudges of the heart

Every action has consequences

wie man in den wald hineinruft so schallt es heraus
as one calls into the forest, it echoes out

Commentary. Jar. Lebanon. Egypt

Caution. Peach. Morrocco

Advice.Tree. Germany

People aren’t always reliable

saby 910 05S @sls § el OS OsS
If peach was a healer, it would have healed itself

Good morals give you peace of mind

ein gutes gewissen ist ein sanftes ruhekissen
A good conscience is a soft pillow

Every person has a soulmate

jeder topf findet seinen deckel
Every pot has a lid

Caution. Glass. Stones. Egypt. Germany

N
Careful who you associate with. One Betrayel dissolves relationships,
person can discredit a whole group trust and comradery
SHlodl 58S &g U S sl Ol el
It takes one fish to stink the whole basket. The salt dissolved and the dogs ate the bread
7
Commentary. Crow. Egypt Commentary. Monkey. Dear Egypt. Lebanon
\
Bringing little to no value Be Humble; a person is without
flaw only in his mother’s eyes
Y Ol Ol Ll
Long has the crow given to his mother ) U 4] cxm SIS sl e 3 35
A monkey in his mother’s eyes is a dear
Faith. Chicken. Germany Commentary. Advice. Donkey. Dear. Donkey
Everybody can be lucky Put people in thier spot before
auch ein blindes Huhn findet mal ein korn they over step
Even a blind chicken can find grain
oylaz S5 4 LS
We stayed quiet so he came in with his donkey
Advice. Dignity. Dog. Wealth. Egypt . e .
Caution. Responsibility. Chicken. Morrocco
Don’t surrender your dignity for material things . . .
Don't stick your nose into other’s business,
ool 19855 S s g il IS sim o o or bear the consequences.
If you need something from a dog, ol oLt Dot § ot
call him a dog and forget the thing gl By Tl o E0
Put your head inside the wheat bran,
and the chickens will peck you
Advice. Horse. Germany
Don't criticise a gift Caution. Camel. Lebanon
einem geschenkten Gaul schaut Don't point out other’s flaws when
man nicht ins Maulgermany you have your own
You don't look in the mouth of a given horse J ) dins sy dnde Bsdu sl e2dl
If the camel sees its hump, it will fall and

break its neck

Don't criticise others
when you have your own flaws
skl Gl GRame zle) oo ai M
wer im glashaus sitzt sollte nicht mit
steinen werfen

He who’s house is made of glass,
shouldn’t throw stones

Like mother, like daughter.

Y Cadl gl dgs ¢ B2l b
Turn the jar down on its lid and the daughter will turn
out just like her mother

Commentary. Plant. Germany

Don't act against your own interest

Advice. Commentary. Grapes. Lebanon

Mind over matter

obll a5 by L e JSU by
We want to eat grapes;
we don’t want to kill the concierge

Advice. Commentary. Olives. Lebanon

Hard work pays off.

Al Yl o b Os )l i

Like olives, they can only be
sweetened under pressure

Advice. Work. Germany

man séagt nicht den ast ab auf dem man sitzt
you do not saw off the branch
on which you are sitting

Like Parent, Like child

der apfel fallt nicht weit vom stamm
The apple doesn't fall far from the stem

Priorities. Tree. Egypt

N
The envious will look to for things to be envious of

Work hard to gain the reward

wer ernten will muss séen
Whoever wants to harvest has to sow

szl L& o o) Iy
They envied the gypsies for the tree shade
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Humble Yourself

Commentary. Egypt. Lebanon

JliE dogl s fine § 2,881

A monkey in his mother’s
eyes is a dear

If you wants something,
be patient

Patience. Morocco

e

Don't point out other’s flaws
when you have your own

Caution. Lebanon

Joll Gan)d) yuay sl 2 GUI

Who wants the honey,
shall bear the bee’s stings

4> Sgduy oU perlle
i) cléug g9ou

If the camel sees its hump,
it will fall and break its neck

Do not criticize a gift

Advice. Germany

Einem geschenkten Gaul
schaut man nicht ins Maul

Don’t look into
the mouth of a given horse

Don’t underestimate people

Caution. Egypt

alac Jassg dlail 45

As small as ant,
but causes big problems.

Rushing into decisions
harms you and others take
advantage of you

Caution. Morocco

e

You can’t change
a person’s nature

Advice. Egypt. Lebanon

Gl asas e Gl L)1

The upset mouse
makes the cat’s luck

ol b ol oo

A dog’s tail doesn’t straighten

Get up early to be successful

Advice. Germany

Der frithe Vogel
fangt den Wurm

The early bird
catches the worm

Don’t let others outsmart you

Commentary. Lebanon

Think before you act

Caution. Morocco

Don’t criticise others
when you have your own flaws

Caution. Egypt. Germany

Everyone has a soulmate

Faith. Germany

Al psy lghus
Go sew with another needle

. . - o - . . :_uJT
wadll dypd g
Measure a thousand times,
cut once.

g2y e din I
ehll Gulidl Gidams

Who wants the honey,
shall bear the bee’s stings

wer im glashaus sitzt sollte
nicht mit steinen werfen

Jeder Topf ndet
seinen Deckel

Every potwill find its lid

Like mother like daughter

— Lo caidl gl e € Bl b

Turn the jar down on its lid
and the daughter will turn out
just like her mother

Commentary. Egypt. Lebanon

Trying to find an arguement
when there isn’t one

alzedl Igile dnagall colb

The tower fell,
they hanged the barber.

Commentary. Morocco

You look Burdened

o

ad cliw g=b Jls

( \ Why are you carrying

your grandmother’s casserole
)

7\

Commentary. Egypt

Good morals
give you peace of mind

Ein gutes Gewissen ist ein san
es Ruhekissen

A good conscience
is a soft pillow

Advice. Germany

Some people are unreliable,
don’t take their advice

&)
/e

Commentary. Morocco

Sols § Eoxdl OlS wgS
gy Sols Ugs’
If peach was a healer,
it would have healed itself.

e

Good things never come from
meddling in people’s lives

Consequence. Egypt

Loridg dlal gu s b
Limes 3l clgiy Lo
You who enters between

the onion and it’s peel, you will
only gain it’s tears

$

S
i
&

()

Hard work pays off

/@\s

Advice. Commentary. Lebanon

0oL 8] Gl Lo cogial Jio

Like olives, they can only be
sweetened under pressure

/Q\x

You have to work
to be rewarded

Advice. Germany

Wer ernten will muss sden

Whoever wants to
harvest has to sow

When two contradicting facts
co-exist, and you don’t know
which one to believe

Contradiction. Morocco

i uvsassll JosU glis
el (6 ogss
Come upstairs, get some figs.
Go down stairs, who told
you so!

(f‘ (] &;,, |
I

We often hurt those
we hold closest

Caution. Egypt

il JS1 & casesdl copd

Hitting your love is
as easy as eating raisins

Small misunderstandings
can turn into big fights

Advice. Commentary. Lebanon

@lle old dad (dile) dad Lo

It’s not a story of a pomegran-
ate, but of grudges of the heart

Don’t act against
your own interests

Advice. Germany

Man sagt nicht den
Ast ab auf dem man sitzt

You don’t saw off the branch
on which you are sitting




Rushing into decisions
harms you and others take
advantage of you

Caution. Morocco

ol aew o Glall ol

The upset mouse
makes the cat’s luck

Don’t criticise others
when you have your own flaws

B i

— ) “'
<L
L

Caution. Egypt. Germany

gz oo i SUI
okl Gulidl Gidasue

Who wants the honey,
shall bear the bee’s stings

wer im glashaus sitzt sollte
nicht mit steinen werfen

Small misunderstandings
can turn into big fights

Advice. Commentary. Lebanon

dille wigld dad (dilo) dad i

It’s not a story of a pomegran-
ate, but of grudges of the heart




/| Box Contents

41 Cards
3 Categories
(Flora 16, Fauna 13, Object 12)

Each Card carried the meaning of the proverb,
the proverb, it’s translation, it’s general theme
and and Illustration.

Map Poster allows us to connect the idioms
through theme and imagery rather than cul-
ture/ country; combining collective wisdom.




/[ Game Mechanics

Can be played in teams or individually...
A card is picked for the player from the deck

The Player can only view the front of the card
which has the illustration, theme, country of
origin and the implied meaning...

The player gets look at the card tries to guess
the phrasing of the proverb; If the player
guesses correctly they get 2 points...

The game continues until they run out cards
then points are counted; the person with the
most points wins !




Final OQutcome
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